E-Learning Frameworks & Jjools: “An invitation to tenderfor
Is it too late? ... the Director’s | work under.a new JISC ‘e-
Cut o learning Frameworks”
ALT-C programme will see the
University of Exeter™ _g emergence of a technical
ioiSeptemb el framework to support the
Derek Morrison, Director: - development of flexible
E:::I:;;or the Deyelopment of NewAliechiGIOEESNn Iearning systems for - UKHE

UniversitylofiBath andiEE"™

Source: JISC Invitation to Tender document for a E-learning Models Desk Study (para 7) in making
reference to the sibling JISC programme E-Learning Technical Framework and Tools.

AU RI C L E \AA bath .ac.u k/e_learn i ng/au ricl e. htm http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_elearning_models

“This strand of the €=
Learning' Programme
aims to produce a
technical framework
designed to support e-
Learning; andiin particulars

to provide a

“... the Information ‘
R Environment as it'is proposedg‘{:
here aims to offer the usera
more seamless and less

complex journey to relevant
information and learning
resources.”

)
- Source: JISC Information Environment Development Strategy 2001-2005
http://www jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=strat_ieds0105_draft2

Source: JISC E-Learning Technical Framework and Tools
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elearning_framework

“... the view_that digital
resources are inherently,

distributed and will

Source: JISC Information Environment Development Strategy 2001-2005
http://www_jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=strat_ieds0105_draft2
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Instltutlonal teachlng and Iearnlng
strategies have’been written, MLE/VLE
mvestments vey al) eady been made;
mtegratlo P¥mation and
recor asogcurred,
contr sidhed, tralnin.
progra ighed,facultyand
students have aIr ybe nitrained’,
content is already belpg tlocked-in’,
eputatlon%gre atsts e and everyone
has got used to'one system.

=

technologleQ

myridd offlema

instijyﬁonalis )
umVéYrsi@;a :
‘corporate’, one} 1ght,€Vf.n say
concrete klnd rgamzéilon
P - ﬂl\‘- ]

Cor frdJ(2000) The vn mu versityis (pa -adoxically) the University Made Concrete,
http://virtualsociety.sbs. c.uk/pick/pick6.htm

ven rod L g ﬂ'ﬁ?’
perspec i} e, Iess di ‘MEI‘SIty t’o

support the bett *d -
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We need e-learning environment
which don't assume learhning =
material, content, reSOUrces,
objects and services have; of
necessity, to be embedded Wlthlju
a single monolithic system
Resources & services'sho
separateifriom the vehicle(s) whicl’F'
mediate their deliveny: -~

So hew an _.&le
respondiig to
unc; le
dlstrlbu
provision?




“Under the partnership, unigue among course

management vendors, WebCirusernsiwill'be able “The first Blackboard Building|Block:toibe

to perform targeted searches acrossithe: 40,000 released will be a that!uses)

learning objects indexed on\MERLCON toicreatcims RSS content syndication toraggregate news

their customized online courses in/aitimelyss about and links to the learning resouirces m

manner. They will pinpoint /. recently added to MERLOT. Additionally; als
Blackboard Building Block is planned that will
enable instructors using the Blackboard
Learning System(TM) to search the MERL’O_T,‘
repository directly from the Blackboardi =
interface. From the search results; they’can
select.specificilearning resources and embed
eslearning s linksitorthem within their: Blackboardlcourse.”

produced by faculty, institutions andj
publishers, including/IMSistandards-based
learning modules, question databasesiant S
quizzes. WebCT users will alseibeiabletoiensily;

identify training|content designeditorhelpifaculty;

1)
syStems' Source: WebCT Press Release (4 Aug 2004) Source: Blackboard Press Release (1 Sep 2004)

g http://www.blackl X b iew.htm?id=608612
http://www.webct.com/service/ViewContent?contentlD=22334284 o blackboard.com/ab o e RIIEN
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Moodk: Meandeings 3

one of the guestons we need (0 ask ourselves is how pasly open
SOUCE COWSE management systems ke Moodie will scale. So ket's see
what the Using Mocdle forums have to offer here, More.... (132

“ As part of Release 2.0 of the:BlackboardiContent
System, institutions can nowistorerand 'descrilb
learning objects inia'central openirepository s
Through the Blackboard Learhing Object:Cata
faculty will be able to locate and impoxt:high
quality education content for use across;cCoUIsSe
sections, departments and eveniinstitutions:... e
The Learning Object Catalog|is intended|to, =

facilitate the ot i

)1 Ll

g maRing itatlogical
tie-in'torthe"MERLOT initiativer”

Sources: Blackboard Press Releases (17 August 2004)
http://investor.blackboard.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=177018&p=irol-newsArticle&ID=604710
and (1 Sep 2004) http://www.blackboard.com/about/press/prview.htm?id=608612




“Loosely coupled services; evenjifithey

use incompatible;system "
technologies; can be'joinedtogether:

on demand to create compositée .,ﬁ

OK. You’ve considered i . - =
uncoupled learnindiconttet services, or disassembled justias »
P 9 : o™ easily into,their functional o™

material or resources, but what components. Participants must

about those monolith breaklng 1}.‘ establish a shared semantic "i}i

services? - framework to ensure messagesretain
a.consistentimeaning across
participating|services:”

Source:

Services & Loose Coupling What’s a Web service?
ey

¥
“A Web service is any piece ofisoftware that ‘g :'
u

makes itself available over the Internetandi
a standardized XML messaging system!.. k&
example, a client invokes a Web) service by
sending an XML message, then waits for a -
corresponding XML response. Becausge:all
communication is ini XML, Web services are oL
tied to any one operating systemior. .
programmingjlanguage - JavaicanttalkewithiBerl;
Windowsiapplications, canitalkswith Unix:
applications.”

Photograph courtesy of Dewi Williams, H i i Source:http://webservices.xml.com/pub/a/ws 12/webservi

JISC, DEST (Australia), Industry Canada,
services-based E-Learning Framework

So what’s the relationship of;
services to the future direction
of e-learning developmentsZas

Source: JISC-CETIS http:// .cetis.ac.uk:8080,




Portal/Services v VLES?

“In theory, a portal should'sum up alllon=ineresoUrCES N
of an institution, including the Virtugalltearning
Environment(s) (VLE) ... Trouble is, manyVILES alreﬁ
have functions that are quite similar. to,what'a'poftall So how are the vendors going
would provide - usually just not as powerfullandiasis . . =
flexible as those of, for example, uPortall... VLE i to Sur\{lve’ or ﬂ.OUI'ISh, I_n a
functions like calendaring, chat, authentication.or monolith breaklng Services
group management can not easily be takenfouHoiVIES model?
software... Ultimately, the channel ideajatithe HEartofae :
portals ought to be flexible enoughitofplushicontentin
and out of VLLES: Whoithen gets topublishithe User:s
favouritelpageithat displays alllthat.content isiperhaps
not'so'important ...”

Kraan W (2002), CETIS, http://www.cetis.ac. 1126163827

“The .NET certificationtlets

i-’:' our clients know'that'isoph
“... leverage Web services tom Blue functionalities can be

embed e-learning = easily integrated into

functionality into business, % existing Web sites,

applications;....” . intranets, and Web-enabled
; applications ...” :

Source: http://www.isoph.com/software.htm
Source: IBM Lotus Learning Management System
http://w 06.ibm. ew: T

“Web services madelit easy,
for us to use Isoph'Blueras
a core component of'the
portal learning center.
Isoph Blue provides the
functionalities, and we
control how they are
presented to ourusers...”

So far so good ...

Source: http://www.charitychannel.com/articles/article_12192.shtml




“Isoph Blue is generally

provided-on an All very-interesting'but’a'bit

(ASP) _— abstract. What about some
basis, meaning that concrete examples of the sort
, technology y of useful things a service
management, upgrades; il model can already do?
and support are included
inithe'pricing ”

Source: http://www.isoph.com/software.htm

Example: All Consuming

“Innovation will come from APISH
that support ‘unintended
conseguences" *

Source: O'Reilly T (2002)
http://www.oreillynet.com/publwig/1707

Source: http://allconsuming.net/

Example: LibraryLookup Project Example leraryLookup

Keene Llnk
| i combined culop of Kecoe Publc Librey and Koene 3

Source: http://weblog.infoworld i )2/12/11/libral




Example: Blinkx

-

Highlighting some text in a document
or web page makes blinkx narrow its
suggestions to the selected text only

My message is that this isi
exactly the wrong time to™
be locking in to a swiss-
army knife but ...

... key decision makersiwithin

Institutions may not be

receiving the message and™ & _ _
may be placing greater S, So I finish with the title'of*

emphasis on bringing .=
themselves into line with:the ' my paper ...

enterprise decisions;already; «
made by other institutionsin
theirregional or profile

groupings:

.
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